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A Message from the Editor 
Paul LaBelle 
 
Howdy friends!  My name is Paul LaBelle and I 
recently volunteered as editor.  This publication is 
our first newsletter for the newly formed chapter in 
Lethbridge.  Needless to say, we have a little 
catching up to do. 
 
A New Chapter Is Born 
Invitations were sent out by Terry and Betty 
Collins, Alberta District Directors in Calgary, to 
various GWRRA members located in the Southern 
Alberta area.  The purpose of this invitation was to 
hold a meeting in Lethbridge on May 7th to discuss 
the level of interest in forming a new chapter.  The 
time was right, there was excitement in the air and 
the ground work was set into motion.  Rick Beres 
volunteered as Chapter Director and Don Coghill as 
Treasurer. 
 
Opening Meeting of New Chapter 
On Saturday June 24th, a group of riders from 
Chapter AB-A (Calgary) made their way to 
Lethbridge to help with the opening meeting of the 
GWRRA Lethbridge Chapter.  
 

 
Terry and Betty Collins, Alberta District Directors, 
chaired the proceedings to officially set in Rick and 
Cory Beres as the first Directors of Chapter AB-L.   
 
It was a great time of fellowship with our out-of-
town friends.  We had a good turn out locally as 
well.  There was a sense of anticipation as the 
meeting progressed.  Patches were handed out to the 
charter members of the Lethbridge Chapter. 
 
This was followed by some mighty tasty steaks and 
side dishes. 
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Twenty pounds later, we were expected to swing 
our legs over the bikes to go home.  A great time 
was had by all. 

 
Road Trip to Kalispell 
On July 8th, a few of the chapter members ventured 
off over the Logan’s Pass to Kalispell for the 
weekend.  It all started as they met at the “Castco” 
parking lot.  My mistake…..that would be “Costco” 
parking lot.  As you can see by this photograph, the 
weather was very cooperative. 

 
You gotta love those mountains and the fresh air as 
you climb a few thousand feet to the other side.  For 
those of you, who have never taken this ride, shame 
on you for denying yourself this great pleasure. 

Road Trip to Radium Hot Springs 
Ever had one of those days that promised nothing 
but rain and gray skies, yet you feel committed to a 
group ride?  I’m sure everyone was thinking that at 
8:00 am Saturday morning on August 12th.  It didn’t 
look good at all.  Nevertheless, a few of the 
Lethbridge folk rallied up the courage to ride off 
into what ever mess awaited us.  All kidding aside, 
it didn’t rain too much and the temperature did stay 
above freezing. 

 
We broke the seven wings into two groups and 
trusted for better weather ahead.  After all, we ride 
for the experience, right?   After a quick stop in 
Fernie, we made it to Radium Hot Springs later that 
day and settled in at the Sunset Motel that evening. 
 
The “all you can eat” ribs at Back Country Jack’s 
were well worth the trip.  Yep . . . . sitting out side 
eating those tender morsels in the rain was a great 
way to wind down the day.  Sitting under the 
umbrellas helped a little. 
 
The next morning with everyone accounted for, we 
gathered to set up the day’s ride to Banff when it hit 
… “a break down”.  It was like a bad dream or 
something.  You know the kind.  You’re riding a 
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Harley and it breaks down in the middle of 
nowhere.  Okay, so it wasn’t quite that bad.  It was 
a Goldwing and we’re still in Radium.  As you can 
see by the picture below, it’s a good thing we had a 
secret weapon by the name of Rick Beres with us. 
 

 
 
Yep, ol’ Johnnie on the spot had that puppy fixed in 
no time and we were headin’ to Banff for breakfast.  
And yes … I believe Rick was indeed praying there.  
The weather was a little chilly to say the least, but 
the ride was still worth it.  There’s some pretty 
country on that back highway #93.  Even at 7 
degrees C. 
 

 
 
We arrived at the Caribou Lodge mid morning and 
enjoyed an excellent breakfast buffet.  The hot 
coffee was a welcoming sight.  This whole riding 
thing is about the experience.  It’s not necessarily 
the destination you’re heading for, but the ride itself 
along the way and certainly the people you ride 
with.  We had a great time together in Banff and it 
was time once again to mount up for the ride ahead.  

After some GPS malfunctions, we took a heading 
due south through Kananaskis Country on highway 
#40 where the weather promised to be a little nicer. 

 
 
You could feel the air warming up the further south 
we rode.  Winding through the Rocky Mountains 
and taking in the various sights, aromas and weather 
changes.  There’s nothing like it. 

 
Everyone arrived home safely.  We all had a great 
time.
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GWRRA-Region “J” AB-L (Lethbridge) Rally July 2007 
 
On August 23rd, several members gathered at the LCC to begin organizing for the 2007 Rally. The organization 
of the rally was split into several tasks that were divided amongst all those present. Everyone has gone forward 
on fact finding missions. The findings will be shared at the second meeting which will take place on 
Wednesday, Sept. 20th at 7 p.m. The location is yet to be determined. Any and all are welcome to attend.  
 
Everyone at the meeting is eager to see that this event is well organized and showcases our Chapter.  We are 
still looking for a name for our rally. If you have any ideas we would be happy to hear them. Just email your 
ideas to Rick.  A huge thanks to all who eagerly jumped on board to get this endeavor rolling. 

 
 
Rick Beres 
Chapter Director 
 

 
Info Centre 

Here’s an article about sunglasses taken from the www.aboutmotorcycle.com. 

Anyone who rides a motorcycle knows the importance of a good pair of motorcycle sunglasses. You need to 
have protection for your eyes from the glare of the sun, but more importantly you need exceptional motorcycle 
sunglasses so that you can see where you are going as well as the traffic in front of you.  

There are certain features that make one style of sunglasses the best motorcycle sunglasses. Of course, the best 
style in motorcycle sun glasses is really up to the individual, but there are common features you should look for. 
When you want the best in motorcycle sunglasses, you have to look for those with shatterproof lenses. When 
you ride a motorcycle, the likelihood of small bits of debris hitting you in the face is very high. Therefore you 
need sunglasses that are hard to break. 

Most of the lenses in motorcycle sunglasses are made of polycarbonate, which makes them stronger than 
ordinary lenses. You also need the best motorcycle sunglasses with a UV 400 filter to protect your eyesight. 
Another important feature to look for in motorcycle sun glasses is that they provide you with the ultimate 
protection from the wind. These sun glasses really need to be a snug fit so that nothing can in around the 
glasses. 

If you look at photos of motorcycle sunglasses, you will see they are smaller than the usual sunglasses. This is 
because they need to fit tight on the nose and around the eyes. Because of this necessary feature, motorcycle sun 
glasses need to be lightweight. The best motorcycle sunglasses are made of nylon and metal for a better fit and 
comfort. However, some motorcycle riders prefer to have all metal frames in their sun glasses because they 
know they are durable. 

When choosing motorcycle sunglasses, you also need a vented frame. Because the sunglasses are tight to your 
face, they will fog up if there are no vents to let air circulate. To make the sun glasses as comfortable as possible 
while you’re riding a motorcycle some designers have added foam on the ear pieces and foam padding around 
the frame. Although some riders wear helmets with tinted face masks, during the hot, sunny days of the summer 
you want to feel the warm wind on your face. The motorcycle sun glasses make the thrill of the ride that much 
more enjoyable.  Motorcycle sunglasses need to be tough as well as high quality. 


